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All the above theories have been put forward from time
to time by men whose opinions have been, or are, respected.

The evidence already laid before the reader shows clearly
that most of them are quite insufficient to account for the
whole institution of deva-ddsls, while others, such as Nos. 5
and 6, have already been disproved. No. 4, supported
by Frazer and many other scholars, seems to be feasible,
although it certainly does not account for everything.

The above theories have been presented by men who
made comparisons, and I feel that the fact is often over-
looked that the origin of a certain custom in one part of the
world may not necessarily be the same as that of a similar
custom in another part of the world.

In speaking of sacred prostitution in Western Asia Frazerl
says : " The true parallel to these customs is the sacred pros-
titution which is carried on to this day by dedicated women
in India and Africa." This is a sweeping statement to make,
especially when we bear in mind how scanty is our knowledge
of the early Semitic pantheon, the differences of opinion held
by some of our greatest Babylonian scholars, and the lack of
reliable historic data of the early Vedic period in India.

We must also remember that the religion, ethics and
philosophy of India have been ever changing, and nothing is
more inapplicable than to speak of the " changeless East " in
this respect.

Our knowledge of the early Dravidian religion of India
before it was " taken over " by the Aryan invaders is so
slight that it is impossible to make any definite statement
with regard to the origin of any particular custom of ritual or
religious observance.

In order, however, to enable readers to make their own
deductions and to follow up any branch of the subject, I shall
give a few notes on sacred prostitution in countries other
than India.

Religious prostitution in Western Asia is first mentioned
in some of the earliest records of Babylonia, and has also
been traced in Syria, Phoenicia, Arabia, Egypt, Greece and
Rome. Similar cults also occur in the Far East, Central
America, West Africa and other localities to be mentioned
later.

The subject is a very extensive one, upon which volumes
could be written. The following remarks, therefore, merely
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